How the simple wind-up radio

Today The Times launches its Christmas Charity Appeal,
this year in aid of the Salvation Army and the Freeplay
Foundation. Here Simon Barnes sees Freeplay's radios
transform life in Zambia, where the curse of Aids means
that teachers are dying faster than they can be trained

IT5 a great sog “Seven
takie away ame — Seed — Seex
2 lake away one — fivel Five
- take awny one — four!” The
class hiad 75 pupils, all sitting on
the floor, and they sang out
with fervour,

The musie canse from & blue
plastic radio with a handle in
the back: while their teacher,
Misheck Mwape, chalked the
sums on the cracked slate on
the wall. This was the village of
Mwzla in Zambia, three hours
off the tar road to the north of
Lusaka. You may well wonder
about the point of teaching the
children of subsistence farmers
heow o count, that a cincle has
1o camers, and to zay: "How
are you? We are find™

S0 mk the villkgers. Afler
school, @ villige meeting
beneath the mango tree: and
me. to my surprise, called on to
atlcdress it “How did this school
come about?” [ 2

Ewalyn Kwalia, the chairman
of the community education
committes, explained that they
started the school andlaterally.
“The  nearest povernment
schools are 9 kilometres away
and 12 kilometres S0 we
fixrmed this school to serve our

ers, We sell some food when we
can, but we have m'v que
cash. Our sail Is good, but

Trapped, then, inthe eycle of

Freeplay *

Foundation

sulisistence, So why 3 schoal?
Wouldnt it be befter to have
the children working the land
as =00n as possible? “With edu-
cation there i a chance of em-
ployment. The children wha go
‘on o find willl be able i
Iook after their parents.”

That i the heart of the mat-
ber, Education {s a way forwarnd,
a way of breaking the cycie. 3
wty towands greater safety. =
way towards a future. Educe:
tion s not mere subtraction,
seex take away one; In Mwala,
and many other such places, ed-
wcatfn ks about the addition of
hope to s hand and difficult life.

And at the hean of the
prooess of education i the
radio; a radio that needs no
batteries, & radio that can be

‘Education is a
way forward, a
way of breaking
the cycle, towards
greater safety,
towards a future’
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There are three ways to make a donation:
Onling www timasonline.co.uk,/ timesappeal
mmnsmmcohummermm
Plogsse sond coupon with your donation 1o Times Christmas
Chasity Appoal, wmg;m whmmmﬂau
Iwish to donate 0 £10 0 £25 O £50 D £75
Other £ 10 thee Christmas Charity Appeal
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swoumnid up, and which beams in
progrmmme put together by
the Minkstry of Education in
Lusaka: literacy, numeracy, the
awareness of Alds. Fach
:uh,m in 45 own way, a source

;mpl:ﬁ Lifeline radio is
baeed an a British idea and has
been developed to meet the
needs of African children.
Tebustly constructed, it plays
for mamy hours mon-stop on
wind-up eneny or solar power,

Mwape, the teacher, ‘wid
appointed by the committee a5
a school-lever, and it i now
five years on. “We started the
schoal before the radio came,”
he said. "But since it came, it
hias made a very, very big im-

The ppils are pow nsuch
aster &t leamning to read and

The village is planning
build a school, and Uﬂ) Wil ldu
It themsedves, from bricks

make themselves: giving the le
Imhc notion of the prospenous
umklm:l .\frb:umdn nothing

gt aboul  waiting  fof
hmdouls. hkemcfp-ﬁcnrdse
1 visited on o ile

this & a mllﬂ) fiall ud' en

Lerpese, U

determined bonglﬂn rard life

ever so stightly better

F:]Jw dm;1 achaally get
or  teaching because

there il very mixch actual

nity members have a whip-
round for him when they can,
nnd of coairse, thiy make sune
be s fed The best payment
womes in the respoct hie has in
the community: the man to
wham the . future has. been

An evoeptional man, thene
=nd lbr sort of pemson | was to
every commumity |

wsllod untrained  fem
orse wark s given structure
and coherence and a real sense
the mifio. The
radio also gives o sense of privi-
k:gt the children know they

have something

, somme-
thing their paml; didn't have,
something many communities
don’ have,
The bailding of the schoal is
a colossal notion: "We ane
stretching our armu,” Kwalia
salid. But everyhody will get in-
volved in the construction. In
h commumnity  means
rather more Bhan a lot of
Iellvmsm the same place.
Eliewhere, 1 wis to set co-
struction work in action, the ed-
ucation  committee  getting
stuck in with spades and Pid:-
axes, aned [ was 10 see the extra-
onlinary amount of back-hreak-
g work it Eakes: worien carry-
tieg saned for constructhon work
for impossible distances, and
on their heads.
"r;?mmmmcu: Wi
elled on the speeches of
‘oung Mr Grace i Are You Be-
ing Served?: *You're all
very well” What dse co

Plal‘bll e Muwala Commuanity School In Zanvhia llhrmtlchunhﬂbyihf teacher Misheck

I this case, 2 biue plastic box
with a handle on the back
s a place th \mujd

broadcast an a radic dosated by the Freeplay Foondation

In frontline flght against terror

ards they wmdnlrm appalling-
terms.

Bt the feeling of a community
seeking 1o remyvent self, to

reds iself, was Inspiring.
Steve Anchibald, the Totten-

‘ham Hotspur striker, once sl

lhll feam smdlwn! an Mlusion

organbsation allowed in. Its
teams worked in shifts, coun-
selling victims and emergency
service workers who were re-
eovering survivors and bodies.

For four woeks its cmergen-
oy canteen su}«l in the: u}m

Social Affairs Comespondent

THERE is hardly a family In
Eritain that has not in some

@l}dfﬂl-l

Appeal MmuglComstzf
larger Sainsbury’s and |

Iﬂ-bi by a Methodist ninister,

ind  victory: :E?.\-m.ua.. Army during its.
amnngme mﬂeumillm n. klml Muwala, and all Lne other . i

Community ks not o matter Mon than & quarer of 3 mil-
with a humbling form ufopu—
mism. At the centre of the opti-
mism i the school they found-
o ln.emndwu.

\‘\‘ur Wiar, when [t was based aunwﬂ Tar lsolated o drrm

a short distance from the front
.

To locate your nearest

ha I"
lost in wonder at the: sense m‘

every. The stream of incidents in

day, 3t s o0 i Ieedle. the em canieen

Iulv? Imnl-lmgq. p«Lu:r ot et vehicles are ivolved puts a
cordon

Ihasmk Square so ﬂud "ﬁ

i vides day-care centres and
also used for mllmunllv STV
um:o]nuahk: upward rushh can
alea be started by a tiny thing

ing

o the emergency services as
they respond i
crashes, natural disasters. and
terrorist . attacks. . After  the

Salvatkon .va was the anly  this year's appeal will help m

can empower Africa’s children
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