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NOTEBOOK CHARITIES

Learning to taste freedom

By Alexandra Frean
Social Affairs Correspondent

HALIMA MWALAMI works
seven days a week as a house-
glrl for a middle class fai
who £g;‘hm' only 5,000 shil-
lings F Z)amon!.h—a frac-
tion of the legal minimum
wage of 60,000 shillings, or
£29, a month, She has had only
one holiday in six years. But in
Dar es Salaam, she has some-
thing that many other young-
sters do not: an education,

“I love going to school. It
makes me 5o happy. When |
back to my village the people
are all so glad for me and so
proud that [ can read and write,
Every minute I have that I'm
not working, I'm reading my
sch.w[ | books,” H&]I.I]I;Igﬂm says.

n a country wi more
than half the population of 36
million live in extreme poverty
and more than four million
school-age children have no
access to education atall, Hali-
ma understands only too well
that without the ability to read
and write, the chances of her
ever moying out of the servant
dn"ﬁ?h will b]e remote. ;
y en [ am grown up an
have a better life, I will never
employ a housegirl because a
housegirl’s life is too hard — [
will do it all myself" Halima
laughs. Her friend, Rebeka
Mtumbuzi, aged 17, is more cir-

“When I'm a famous
singer and broadeaster, of
course | will have a housegirl of
my own. But 1 will treat her

right,” she says.

According  to  Suzanne
Simard, of the American Educa-
Eio'n I]?;\r st Center,

mm& ant are oken
treated no better than slaves.

Many are locked up at night
and never allowed to leave
their ernploym' houses. Some

R&eknmdﬂahmaklnslommdnmﬂé-mﬂce'

are not paid, others receive

only a pittance, and many are
sexually abused.

Many of these children are

:mc(:ms illegal trafficking.

children are
sold by their families — who
are desperately poor — mtheu-
emplover or to a middle man,”
Simard says. “They say that
m.ncksfmmDﬂresSaiaamgn

‘to Iringa and Mufindi in the

South West of the country and
fill ug];vlé’h children. 'EIE d‘r::ﬁ
£rs 1 e parents they
find the children a good educa-
tion or get them good jobs in
domestic service:

“The children are then sold
in Dar es Salaam for between
50,000 and 150,000 shillings
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(between £24 and £73). That is

money. Mostly they are
sold as housegirls, although
some are sold into prostitution.
Children from the Hehe tribe
are favoured because they are
regarded as docile, hardwork-
ing and fa:thﬁ:.l she adds.

With the help of the British-
based charity Freeplay Founda-
tion, EDC hm ‘set up a special
schao!fum hDar 25 nln:alm t]g
cater for houseboys an
and other trafficked chi]dre_gn“ in
an attempt to better their lives.

I take the children
away g:nm their jobs, they will
be back in two or three weeks,
either because they need the
money for their families or

it's all they know,"
Simard says.

So, five days a week, Halima
gathers around a big blue radio
with a group of 20 ar so others

in the Tanzania Children’s Play-
ing Centre Association mSese-
rea, 4 suburh of Dar es Salaam.
There, with the help of a men-
tor, Jacqueline Msigwa, the
children take partin a radio dm—
tance-learning  program
called Mam.ho Elimu, Swahfll
for “education is everywhere".

EDC created the educational
programmes and pays the men-
tor a small salary. The radios,
which cost £35 each, are provid-
ed by Freeplay Foundation:
The radio plays on wind-up or
solar " i

Lumala seys at authori
are gradually clamping down
on the illegal trade in domestic
servants, Attitudes among em-
E‘.’h are changing too.

en EDC first opened the
Mambo Elimu school in Sege-
rea, the children’s en:&uyers

were very wary. Bu
school put on a successful show
of singing and dancing for the
entire community, the mood
turned in its favour. Now every-
one is l:lamcurrlmghtn Im::ng
houseboy or girl who can re;
and who goes to school.
Freeplay Foundation is a
beneficiary of The Times
Christmas: Charity Appeal. Your
donation will heip to provide
more radios [or children like
these.






